
The Episcopalian Church 

The Episcopalian Church, also known as the Episcopal Church, is part of the worldwide Anglican Communion and 

traces its roots back to the Church of England. It emerged in the United States following the American Revolution to 

adapt Anglican traditions to the new nation's context. 

Core Beliefs: The Episcopalian Church shares many core beliefs with other Christian denominations, including the 

belief in one God, the Holy Trinity, and Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of humanity. The Church follows 

the teachings of the Nicene Creed and the Apostles' Creed, which outline its fundamental doctrines. The Bible is 

regarded as the inspired word of God and is central to the Church's teachings. The Episcopal Church also 

emphasizes reason and tradition alongside scripture. 

More info: https://www.episcopalchurch.org/what-we-believe/ 

 

Practices and Rituals: The Holy Eucharist, also known as Communion, is the central act of worship celebrated 

weekly on Sundays and on holy days. It includes hymns, prayers, readings from the Scriptures, and the Eucharist, 

where believers partake in the Body and Blood of Christ. Other important sacraments include: 

1. Baptism: Baptism is the sacrament of initiation, typically involving the pouring of water over the 

individual’s head in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

2. Confirmation: Following baptism, usually at an older age, people affirm their faith and receive the laying 

on of hands by a bishop. 

3. Confession (Reconciliation of a Penitent): This sacrament involves confessing sins to a priest and 

receiving absolution, though it is less formalized than in some other religious traditions. 

4. Marriage: The sacrament of marriage blesses the union of a man and woman. 

5. Unction (Anointing of the Sick): This sacrament involves anointing the sick with oil for physical and 

spiritual healing. 

6. Ordination: The sacrament through which individuals are ordained as deacons, priests, or bishops. 

 

Places of Worship: Episcopalian churches are often characterized by their traditional Anglican architecture 

characterized by elements such as stained-glass windows, altars, and pulpits. The National Cathedral in Washington, 

D.C., is a notable example of Episcopalian architecture and serves as a central place of worship and national events. 

Inside, churches are often decorated with symbols and artwork that reflect the liturgical calendar and religious 

themes. 

More info: 

https://cathedral.org/about/#:~:text=As%20the%20Cathedral%20of%20the,during%20moments%20of%20national

%20significance 

 

Leadership and Clergy: The Episcopalian Church has a hierarchical structure of leadership with the Presiding 

Bishop serving as the chief pastor and leader of the national church. The clergy includes bishops, priests, and 

deacons. Bishops oversee dioceses and ensure doctrinal integrity and church order, with archbishops (known as 

primates in some contexts) overseeing larger regions or provinces. Priests lead local parishes, conduct services, 

administer sacraments, and provide pastoral care to their congregations. Deacons assist priests and bishops in 

liturgical functions and various church ministries. Clergy undergo theological education and training before 

ordination to prepare them for their roles in the church. The Episcopal Church also values the role of lay leaders in 

various ministries. 

Holy Days and Festivals: The Episcopalian liturgical calendar includes numerous holy days and festivals. The most 

significant is Easter, celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Other major feasts include Christmas (the Nativity 

of Christ), Epiphany (the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles), and Pentecost (the descent of the Holy Spirit).  

Symbols and Icons: Symbols and icons in the Episcopalian Church serve to enhance worship and spiritual 

reflection. The cross is a central symbol to represent Christ’s victory over death. The use of religious images, such 

as stained-glass windows depicting biblical scenes and saints, helps convey theological themes and inspire devotion. 

The Book of Common Prayer is a vital tool for the Church’s signature structured liturgy.  

More info: https://www.episcopalchurch.org/what-we-believe/book-common-prayer/ 
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