Church of God in Christ (COGIC) - Pentecostalism

The Church of God in Christ (COGIC) is a predominantly African American Pentecostal
Christian denomination.
e Origins: Founded in 1897 in Arkansas, COGIC emerged from a merger of smaller
holiness-pentecostal groups.
o Key Figures: Charles Price Jones and Charles Harrison Mason are considered the
founders of COGIC.
More info: https://www.cogic.org/about-us/.

Core Beliefs:
e Trinity: Belief in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as the one God.
o Bible: The Bible as the inspired word of God.
« Salvation: Salvation is received through faith in Jesus Christ.
o Pentecostal Experience: Emphasis on the baptism of the Holy Spirit, often evidenced by
speaking in tongues.
o Holiness: Stresses the importance of living a holy life, free from sin.

Practices and Rituals:
o Worship Services: Services are often characterized by energetic worship, with singing,
dancing, and spontaneous expressions of the Spirit.
e Speaking in Tongues: Considered an important spiritual gift.
« Healing Ministries: Emphasis on divine healing.
e Church Dinners and Social Events: Important for fellowship and community building.

Places of Worship:
e Churches: Local churches are the primary centers of worship and community life.

Leadership Structure:
e Hierarchical: COGIC has a hierarchical structure with bishops, pastors, and other church
leaders.
e Jurisdictions: The denomination is divided into jurisdictions, each led by a bishop.
e International Headquarters: Located in Memphis, Tennessee.

Main Symbols:
e Cross: The cross remains a central symbol of Christian faith.
o Dove: Symbolizing the Holy Spirit.


https://www.cogic.org/about-us/

